
Press Release in response to the statement of H.E. Peter Taksoe-Jensen, the United 

Nations Assistant Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, dated 8 April 2009 

 

It is with alarm that we have noted the statement of H.E. Peter Taksoe-Jensen, the United 

Nations Assistant Secretary-General for Legal Affairs, dated 8 April 2009. Referring to 

his meetings with H.E. Deputy Prime Minister Sok An on 6, 7 and 8 April, Mr. Taksoe-

Jensen expressed that his intention behind the meeting was to “work together [with H.E. 

Sok An] to put the issue of corruption behind us.”  

 

While we welcome the efforts of the U.N. and Royal Cambodian Government to stamp 

out the cancer of corruption at the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia 

(“ECCC”) we are deeply concerned that the focus of these meetings is to sweep the 

serious and sustained allegations of corruption under the carpet rather than addressing the 

more immediate and fundamental question of how the corrupt practices that have 

occurred may have impacted on the fairness of proceedings thus far. Indeed in cannot 

have escaped the attention of Mr. Jensen that this attitude, of attempting to sweep these 

corruption allegations under the carpet, is the clear impression created by the decision of 

the Co-Investigating Judges of the ECCC, issued only days before these meetings, 

denying the joint Defence request for access to the report of the U.N. Office of Internal 

Oversight Services (“OIOS Report”) which had apparently detailed widespread and 

systematic corruption at the ECCC.     

 

We therefore take this opportunity, in the interests of transparency and justice, to 

respectfully request Mr. Taksoe-Jensen to provide all Defence teams at the ECCC with 

the OIOS Report immediately.  Rejection of this reasonable request would expose the UN 

to the serious allegation that it is complicit in corruption as an aider and abettor after the 

fact, rather than a force for good in seeking to root it out.    
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