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Re: Proposed field expeditions 

 

Dear Nisha, 

 

Further to our 17 May 2011 letter, in which we raised the possibility of conducting certain 

field expeditions prior to trial, we wish to propose the tentative itineraries set out in the 

attached Annex and to request that DSS allocate a portion of our team’s travel budget to 

cover some of the costs which we will incur by taking these trips. 

We consider it reasonable and necessary to undertake these field expeditions because it will 

enable our team to observe the geography, topography and physical relationships between 

locations referred to in the Closing Order.  Certain locations listed in the attached itineraries 

were alleged to have been visited by Mr. IENG Sary.  Viewing these places will allow our 

team to have a better understanding as to whether a visit to the site concerned would 

necessarily have put Mr. IENG Sary on notice that atrocities were taking place there.  

Visiting areas where Mr. IENG Sary is not alleged to have travelled is equally important.  

Such visits will allow our team to enhance its contextual understanding of the events set out 

in the Closing Order, through gaining a first-hand impression of the locations referred to 

therein.  At the ICTY, Trial Chambers often perform site visits for this very reason, finding 

such visits to be in the interests of justice.
1
  In all cases, we consider that physical visits to 

alleged crime sites will be invaluable when preparing for cross-examination of witnesses who 

allege either that they were present at the crime site concerned, or that Mr. IENG Sary visited 

it. 

 

The attached itineraries set out which sites we intend to visit and explain which paragraphs of 

the Closing Order refer to these sites.  The itineraries also include prices we have been quoted 

to hire a minivan and driver.  We have begun preliminary inquiries into the cost of 

accommodation as well, but have not included this price in the itineraries, as it could vary 

depending on our exact travel dates.  The exact travel dates have not yet been confirmed, but 

we anticipate to begin these expeditions in July and to complete them before the start of the 

substantive trial. 

 

                                                 
1 See, e.g., Prosecutor v. Karadžić, IT-95-5/18-T, Decision on Site Visit, 28 January 2011; Prosecutor v. 

Perišić, IT-04-81-T, Order on Site Visit with Annex Containing Rules of Procedure and Conduct During Site 

Visit, 21 May 2009; Prosecutor v. Martić, IT-95-11-T, Order on Site Visit, 16 May 2006. 
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We request that DSS authorize payment from the IENG Sary team travel budget to cover the 

cost of minivan and driver for each itinerary (at an estimated $80-$100 per day), and a per 

diem of $20 per person per travel day.  We anticipate that 6 team members will attend these 

expeditions.  To the extent that you can provide us with an expeditious answer to this request, 

we would most appreciate it. 

 

Should you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

 

 

 ANG Udom Michael G. KARNAVAS  

 Co-Lawyers for Mr. IENG Sary  

 


