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Keeping a record of Mr. Ieng Sary’s health issues in the detention facility 

    

 

Dear Ms. Lamb, 

 

In order to document any health related issues Mr. Ieng Sary might experience in the 

detention facility or in his holding cell, we prepared a log book for the detention facility 

guards to fill in when issues arise, and we also provided Mr. Ieng Sary’s nurse/health care 

assistant with a tape recorder that she could use to document any health-related issues, since 

she is illiterate.   

 

On 16 November 2012, we were informed by the deputy chief of the detention facility and by 

the UNAKRT detention liaison officer that the guards were instructed not to fill out the log 

book because this is not their duty.  We were informed that the Trial Chamber would need to 

order the medical staff to keep such records.  We were also informed that the detention 

facility will not allow the nurse/health care assistant to make use of the tape recorder to 

contemporaneously record her observations of Mr. Ieng Sary’s health (such as experiencing 

dizziness, etc.), unless ordered by the Trial Chamber to allow this. 

 

As Professor Campbell and Mr. Ieng Sary’s treating doctors from the Khmer-Soviet 

Friendship Hospital have concluded, Mr. Ieng Sary’s current health condition is precarious.  

We are concerned about his health and about the care that he is receiving.  We consider that 

documenting any issues that may arise is extremely important in order to ensure that Mr. Ieng 

Sary receives proper care and in order for the Trial Chamber and the parties to be fully 
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apprised of his health condition.  We also consider that the detention guards must be involved 

in documenting any health-related issues, since they are often on hand to witness such events, 

unlike the medical personnel. 

 

Since the detention facility has refused our requests to document any issues which may arise 

concerning Mr. Ieng Sary’s health, we respectfully request the Trial Chamber to order the 

detention facility guards and medical staff to keep a written record of every incident which 

occurs relating to Mr. Ieng Sary’s health.  We further request that Mr. Ieng Sary be video 

taped regularly so that his daily health condition can be recorded and monitored.  Finally, we 

request that Mr. Ieng Sary’s nurse/health care assistant be allowed to audio record any health 

related incidents which she observes with a tape recorder.  All video and audio recordings 

and written records should be made available to Mr. Ieng Sary, his Defence team, his doctors 

and the Trial Chamber. 

 

 

Respectfully requested,  
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