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Copy: Defence Teams 
Office of the Co-Prosecutors 
Civil Party Co-Lawyers 
 

  

Re: Timing of testimony of proposed expert Ben Kiernan 
    
Dear Ms. Lamb, 
 
We seek clarification of your 16 March 2012 email concerning “Timing of testimony of 
proposed Expert Ben Kiernan.”  It is unclear how the following is to be interpreted: “the 
Chamber wished to advise the parties that proposed expert Ben Kiernan will not be heard 
before the Chamber from 6 April 2012.”1  It is further perplexing why there is a reference to 
6 April 2012, which is a Friday.  Thus far, only under exceptional circumstances have trial 
sessions been held on Fridays.   
 
Given that Mr. Kiernan’s testimony is likely to last a minimum of two weeks, it is vitally 
important that we have at least 30 days’ advance notice of when he will appear.  It cannot be 
over stressed that a considerable amount of time is spent preparing for each witness and 
though one may have prepared for a witness a month or two months in advance, suffice it to 
say, one needs to re-prepare and spend virtually the same amount of time re-preparing as was 
originally spent preparing.  It is rather unfeasible to presume that a small defence team can 
prepare for half a dozen to a dozen witnesses and be ready and capable to examine any of 
these witnesses on very short notice.  Unlike the Prosecution, the Defence does not have the 
luxury of having countless prosecutors who can dedicate weeks at a time to prepare for a 
single witness or a single issue.  We fully appreciate the difficulties in arranging witness 
scheduling; however, consideration must also be given to the difficulties facing the Defence 
in having to prepare and re-prepare for witnesses, particularly witnesses such as Mr. Kiernan.  
 
Respectfully requested, 
 
 
 
 
 ANG Udom Michael G. KARNAVAS  

 Co-Lawyers for Mr. IENG Sary  

                                                 
1 Emphasis added. 


