
   
 

ECCC, National Road 4, Chaom Chau, PO Box 71, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
Tel: +(855) 023 2190841 Web: www.eccc.gov.kh 

Ū О̋ņЮņēŷВŁũĵũ ŉ̋Б ЮΒЬ₣ ⅜ũВ 
IENG SARY DEFENCE TEAM 

EQUIPE DE DEFENSE DE IENG SARY 

 
 
 

ANG Udom and Michael G. KARNAVAS 

  Co-Lawyers for IENG Sary 

11 March 2011 
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Copy: ECCC Trial Chamber 
 
ECCC Supreme Court Chamber 
 
ECCC Defence Teams 
 
ECCC Defence Support Section 
 
KRANH Tony 
Acting Director of Office of Administration 
 
Knut ROSANDHAUG 
Deputy Director of Office of Administration 
 

  

Re: Your Letter dated 4 March 2011 Responding to our Concern Regarding Visitors 
attending the ECCC Detention Facility without the knowledge or consent of the 
Accused and the Defence teams 

    
Dear Mr. MAO Sophearom, 
 
We thank you for your Letter dated 4 March 2011.  You have raised Rule 9 and sub-Rule 
11.8 of the Detention Facility Rules1 as providing an administrative mechanism in relation to 
visitors to the Detention Facility.  You state that in order to interview a detainee, one must 
obtain approval from the Co-Investigating Judges or Chambers.  The Co-Investigating Judges 
are no longer seized with Cases 001 or 002.  There are no detainees at the Detention Facility 
in any cases with which the Co-Investigating Judges are seized.  The Co-Investigating Judges 
therefore cannot provide approval to any visitors to enter the Detention Facility. 
 
You also state that in order to interview a detainee, consent is required from the detainee, and 
a detainee may ask his or her Defence team for assistance during the interview.2  Mr. IENG 
Sary has written a letter, dated 11 March 2011, stating that a. he does not wish to be 
contacted directly or indirectly by any visitors – other than family members – without prior 
notice to and written consent from his Co-lawyers; b. any request to interview him must be 
received in written form; and c. he must receive advance notification prior to any visitors 

                                                 
1 Rules Governing the Detention of Persons Awaiting Trial or Appeal before the Extraordinary Chambers in the 
Courts of Cambodia, 17 December 2008 (“Detention Facility Rules”). 
2 See also, id., Rule 9.12. 



2 of 2 

entering the Detention Facility, unless the visit is from family members or an organization 
such as the International Committee of the Red Cross who may be required to examine the 
Detention Facility to ensure compliance with international human rights and humanitarian 
standards.  Such practice must be adhered to for the impending visit of Dr. Epee. 
 
You state that the visits referred to in our letter dated 25 February 2011 “are not in the 
framework of interviews, therefore consent of the detainee or his or her Defence team is not 
required.  These visits are purely administrative matters belonging to the facility.”  This 
assertion does not ease our concern that having a delegation walking through the Detention 
Facility strips the Accused of any dignity by reducing them to objects of curiosity.  Stripping 
an Accused of his dignity has a punishing effect.  The Accused still have the presumption of 
innocence which must be respected, including in the Detention Facility.3  Due to the 
advanced age and health problems of Mr. IENG Sary, unsolicited visitors parading through 
the Detention Facility causes unnecessary and unwelcome stress.  
 
We reiterate that the Defence teams and the Accused must be notified and consent to any 
visitors entering the Detention Facility. We look forward to your prompt response confirming 
your full cooperation in this matter by respecting Mr. IENG Sary’s rights and wishes.  Should 
you require a judicial order, please do not hesitate to contact us so we can raise this matter 
with the Trial Chamber.   
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
 
 ANG Udom Michael G. KARNAVAS  

 Co-Lawyers for Mr. IENG Sary  
 

                                                 
3 See Article 38 of the Cambodian Constitution, as amended in 1999, which states in pertinent part, “The 
accused shall be considered innocent until the court has judged finally on the case.”  


