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Summary of Request for Investigative Action Regarding IENG Sary’s Application 
to Disqualify Judge Nil Nonn for Purportedly Admitting to Accepting Bribes by 
Requesting or Ordering Filmmaker Amanda Pike to Disclose the Video Footage of 
her Interview with Judge Nil Nonn and his Signed Release Form, 17 September 
2010 

 

Introduction 

 

The Defence filed a Request for Investigative Action Regarding IENG Sary’s 

Application to Disqualify Judge Nil Nonn for Purportedly Admitting to Accepting Bribes 

by Requesting or Ordering Filmmaker Amanda Pike to Disclose the Video Footage of her 

Interview with Judge Nil Nonn and his Signed Release Form.  In concert with and 

connected to this Request, the Defence filed IENG Sary’s Application to Disqualify 

Judge Nil Nonn due to his Purported Admission that he has Accepted Bribes & Request 

for a Public Hearing or in the Alternative for Leave to Reply to any Submissions 

Presented by Judge Nil Nonn in Response to this Application (“Disqualification 

Application”).  The Defence made this Request because documentary filmmaker Amanda 

Pike reported that Judge Nil Nonn, during a videotaped interview, admitted accepting 

bribes, while Judge Nil Nonn has reportedly denied that he ever made such an admission 

or was ever even interviewed by Ms. Pike.  Ms. Pike reported in an article (available at:  

http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/cambodia/diary04.html): 

 

We talk with Judge Nil, who says that he’s upset by people’s lack of 
faith in the justice system. He laments that he often has to defend his 
profession to friends.  He admits that, yes, he does take bribes – of 
course – but only after a case is over.  After all, he earns only $30 a 
month, not nearly enough to provide for his family.  What else, he 
asks with that toothy grin, is he supposed to do? 
 

In June 2006, Judge Nil Nonn reportedly denied that he ever taken payments from the 

public or ever participated in an interview with Ms. Pike.  Later that same month, he was 

contacted by The Cambodia Daily reporters James Welsh (who presently is the Managing 

Editor) and Prak Chan Thul to comment on what Ms. Pike reported, i.e., that he had 

admitted to accepting money from litigants satisfied with his decisions.  Judge Nil Nonn 

responded, according to The Cambodia Daily article titled “Filmmaker: KR Judge Says 

He Accepted Cash,” of 10-11 June 2006 (available at: www.ki-

media.blogspot.com/2006/06/outrageous-ECC-dismisses-case-of-lying.html), “I don’t 

know. I don’t give information.”  The article further states: 

 

Amanda Pike, producer of ‘Cambodia: Pol Pot’s Shadow,’ wrote in an 
email received Friday that she had thoroughly reviewed all the tapes and 
transcripts of the interview with Nil Nonn. 
‘We interviewed Judge Nil Nonn on camera for an hour and 45 minutes on 
March 21, 2002 in Phnom Penh.  We filmed proceedings in his 
Battambang courtroom on April 12, 2002,’ Pike wrote. 
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‘We also have Nil Nonn’s signed release form, in which he consents to be 
filmed for our documentary,’ she added. 
Pike said that during the interview she asked Nil Nonn if people ever 
offered him money to try to have their side win case [sic]. 
‘He answered: Yes, it happens to me as it does to others as well, but it is 
not through any effort on my part.  However, if after a trial people feel 
grateful to me and give me something, that’s normal I don’t refuse it.’ 
According to Pike, Nil Nonn added: ‘I’ve settled the case for them and 
people feel grateful.  Living conditions these days are difficult for me.  But 
if you are talking about pressuring people for bribes – no.’ 

 

In the Request, the Defence explained that while “the starting point for any determination 

of an allegation of partiality is the presumption of impartiality, which attaches to the 

ECCC Judges based on their oath of office and the qualifications for their appointment,” 

since there is a public article in which it is represented that Judge Nil Nonn admitted to 

accepting bribes (cash gratuities from grateful litigants), Judge Nil Nonn can no longer be 

shielded by any presumption of impartiality.  Indeed, the Defence submitted prima facie 

evidence to the contrary; hence the Disqualification Application.  Since Ms. Pike refuses 

to voluntarily provide to the Defence the video footage,  it is in the interests of justice that 

a request be made or an order issued by the Trial Chamber, compelling Ms. Pike to 

expeditiously produce the video footage of her interview with Judge Nil Nonn, and the 

attendant release form signed by Judge Nil Nonn.  The Defence requested that should it 

be deemed necessary to take testimony from Ms. Pike, the Trial Chamber also order Ms. 

Pike’s appearance before the ECCC. 

 

Essence of Submission 

 

Mr. IENG Sary has a fundamental right to be tried by an impartial tribunal and that right 

must not be violated.  The Defence has been unable to obtain the video footage which 

would demonstrate whether Judge Nil Nonn admitted that he has accepted bribes, as Ms. 

Pike claims.  The Trial Chamber must therefore request or order the necessary 

investigation to obtain the video and, if it deems it necessary, to summon Ms. Pike to 

provide additional evidence. 


