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Summary of IENG Sary’s Request for Information Concerning DC-CAM 

Methodology and Filing Procedures, 19 February 2010 

 

Introduction 

 

The Defence for Mr. IENG Sary sent a letter to the Director of the Documentation Centre 

of Cambodia (DC-CAM), Mr. Youk Chhang, requesting information concerning DC-

CAM methodology and filing procedures.  

 

Summary of Requests 

 

The Defence for Mr. IENG Sary sought answers to the following themes of questions: 

 

• Sources of documents: it has come to the Defence’s attention that some 

documents have writings showing the document’s source, and that there is a 

separate document which summarizes these writings. The Defence questioned 

whether it is correct that this summary document was provided to the Office of 

the Prosecutors, and requested a copy along with an explanation of what the 

document illustrates. Also, the Defence questioned whether it is known how many 

documents DC-Cam received from the Vietnamese Government after 1979.  

 

• Authenticity of documents: it has come to the Defence’s attention that the 

authenticity and chain of custody for a document was confirmed through personal 

inspection. The Defence is particularly interested in the guidelines or oversight 

employed to ensure the accuracy of this assessment. For example, information 

was requested regarding whether the documents were read, the length spent 

verifying each document, the expertise possessed, how correctness of decision on 

authenticity is guaranteed, whether the authenticity of a document has been 

contested once verified, and how it is ascertained whether documents are originals 

or copies.  

 

• Notes on documents: it has come to the Defence’s attention that that Mr. Youk 

Chhang writes a personal note on each document. The Defence sought 

clarification regarding what was written, why the meaning of these notes are only 

understood by Mr. Youk Chhang (as stated in an interview with him on 6 October 

2009), and how these notes are relevant if the authenticity of a document is 

contested.  

 

• Interview of persons: it has come to the Defence’s attention that Mr. Youk 

Chhang systematically interviews each person that gives him a document. The 

Defence requested information from him regarding whether records are kept of 

interviews conducted, what questions are asked, whether or not Mr. Youk Chhang 

verifies statements made during interviews regarding the authenticity of the 

documents, and who conducts the interviews. The Defence requested o be 

provided with a copy of the written questionnaire given to victims and former 
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members of the Khmer Rouge interviewed, and requested information on how 

these questionnaires are used.  

 

• Mass Graves Project: it has come to the Defence’s attention that since the 

existence of the Tribunal, Mr. Youk Chhang has employed new strategies in 

identifying mass graves. The Defence requested an explanation of what 

specifically these strategies are, the methodology, and why these strategies were 

not employed originally. It requested information regarding the criteria used when 

interviewing people to pinpoint the exact location of a grave, how to account for 

exaggerations, the number of locations identified and confirmed as mass graves, 

and whether any locations have been found to be incorrect. The Defence further 

requested information regarded the background of the volunteers used to collate 

documentary material from Kraing Ta Chan, how they are selected, and what 

training they are given. In an interview dated 28 May 2009, Mr. Youk Chhang 

stated that information in relation to Kraing Ta Chan was collated in accordance 

with the DC-Cam Documentation Principle. The Defence requested information 

on the meaning of this principle and how it relates to methodology.  

 

Essence of Letter 

 

In sending this letter, the Defence is seeking further clarification with regard to a number 

of issues related to DC-Cam’s collection of material for the case file to assist in the 

Defence team’s preparation for trial. 


